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President’s Message
Meghann M. Joyce

meghann@redstonelawfirm.com
The last year has been a time of change and revitalization for
the SDDLA.
Last year, under Past President Terry
Westergaard's leadership, SDDLA began working with a new
executive director, Kristine Rahm. Kris comes to us with several
years' experience with professional associations like SDDLA,
and her insight and suggestions have proven incredibly
valuable. With Kris's assistance, the SDDLA also revamped and
re-launched its website – which can be found at sddla.net - this
past summer. (Please go check it out!) Finally, this newsletter
and several of our other initiatives come out of a productive
strategic-planning session held last summer under Terry's
leadership. Through a day of discussion, the SDDLA Board was
able to identify a number of strategic initiatives to be
implemented in the coming months.

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
President’s Message
Law School Committee
DRI Update
A Young Lawyer’s Guide
to the Universe
Women-In-Law
Committee
Awards Committee
Recruit a Colleague
Are you Creative?
Important Dates

Better communication with our members through a newsletter is
one of those goals. We will be publishing this newsletter twice
per year, with updates, articles, and advertisements. We hope
you find that this re-inaugural newsletter and those to come will
be an added value to your membership. (Our archives tell us
that the organization once had a newsletter, but also that it has
been dormant for several years.) And, if you have an article or a
suggestion for an article that you would like to see in an
upcoming newsletter, please email me it to me!
We have also revitalized our committees to achieve a number of
other strategic-planning goals. To increase engagement and
add value, we have re-vamped our committees and appointed
SDDLA members outside the Board to chair those committees.
We now have the following committees: Awards (Ch: Heather
Bogard), Membership (Ch: Paul Tschetter); Annual Seminar (Ch:
Doug Abraham): Young Lawyers (Ch: Tracye Sherrill);
Publications (Ch: TBD); Women in Law (Ch: Cassidy Stalley);
Law School (Ch: Tyler Haigh). Thank you to all who have
volunteered to serve as committee chairs and members.
I am excited to see what each of these committees accomplish
in the coming year. In the last several weeks, Kris and I have
met with the committee chairs to discuss goals for their
committees, and several of those chairs (as well as Paul
Tschetter, who is our DRI state representative, and Kris, our
executive director) have written a column for this newsletter to
discuss their goals and vision for their committee. I encourage
you to give those columns a read for better insight into the work
of the SDDLA. And, of course, if any of those committees
interest you, we would love your help!
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President’s Message (Continued)
As you read this newsletter, SDDLA's leadership have just returned from the North Central Regional
Conference in Scottsdale, Arizona. This conference provides the leadership of several defense
lawyers organizations in the upper Midwest an opportunity to share ideas about what has worked
and what has not worked in their respective states. With our geographic and demographic
similarities, the discussion at this conference is always enlightening, and much of what the Board
identified as goals for SDDLA originated with our friends and neighbors in Minnesota, Illinois,
Wisconsin, and others.
Finally, please mark your calendars for SDDLA's annual meeting and seminar in Deadwood on
November 5 and 6th. The annual dinner will take place on Thursday, November 5 at the Deadwood
Social Club, with a seminar focused on insurance bad faith on Friday, November 6 at Cadillac Jack's/
Springhill Suites. It stands to be great seminar and a great time.

Law School Committee
Tyler Haigh

thaigh@ehhlawyers.com
The Law School Committee for the South Dakota Defense Lawyers Association is excited to
work with the students, faculty, staff at the University of South Dakota over the next year. The Chair
of the Law School Committee is Tyler Haigh of Evans Haigh & Hinton LLP in Sioux Falls. The other
members of the committee are Matt Murphy of Boyce Law Firm and Ashley Brost of Davenport,
Evans, Hurwitz, & Smith LLP.
This year, the Law School Committee is looking for as many opportunities to interact with the
students at USD as possible. We are planning to have our first event at the Law School on March
18, 2020, where we will have speakers present “A Day in the Life” of an attorney at a South Dakota
law firm. Following that program, we will also be present at the USD PIN Auction and will make
plans with the leaders at Project Rural Practice to host the South Dakota Supreme Court Reception
at Valiant Vineyards in Vermillion next Fall. The Law School Committee will also focus on more ways
for the students to get involved with legal events around South Dakota by developing a Facebook
page that will be updated regularly.
The Law School Committee for the SDDLA seeks to be a resource for students to reach out to
attorneys with any questions they might have about practicing law, getting involved in organizations,
and networking with other attorneys. We also want to give back to the law school by providing
attorneys who can help the trial team with their practices for upcoming competitions. We are looking
forward to this opportunity to work with the University of South Dakota to help benefit our law
students and encourage membership with the SDDLA.

SAVE THE DATE!!
ANNUAL SEMINAR - NOVEMBER 5-6
IN DEADWOOD, SD
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DRI Update
Paul W. Tschetter

pwtschetter@boycelaw.com
I am proud to serve as South Dakota’s Defense Research Institute
(DRI) State Representative. I was elected to a three-year term in
November 2018, and, over the past 15 months, I have enjoyed the
opportunity to be SDDLA’s connection to DRI. My role is to facilitate the
flow of communication, including reinforcing the partnership, enhance
the state and national voice of the defense bar, and share current
trends and challenges faced in the field of defense and commercial
litigation.
As many of you are undoubtedly aware, DRI is the largest international membership organization of
attorneys defending the interests of businesses and individuals in civil litigation. DRI is committed to
enhancing the skills, effectiveness, and professionalism of defense lawyers; anticipating and addressing
issues germane to defense lawyers and the civil justice system; promoting appreciation of the role of the
defense lawyer; and improving the civil justice system and preserving the civil jury.
Many SDDLA members are already members of DRI, but if you are not a DRI member – or were a DRI
member previously but have not renewed your membership, I encourage you to consider becoming a
member of DRI. Membership in DRI provides access to resources and tools for attorneys who strive to
provide high-quality, balanced, and excellent service to their clients and corporations.
DRI is host to 29 substantive committees whose focus is to develop ongoing and critical dialogue about
areas of practice. DRI provides access to resources and tools to grow your practice – members can
search a database of more than 65,000 experts; attend renowned CLE seminars, conferences, and
webcasts; network with 20,000+ like-minded defense practitioners, and more. Joining a substantive law
committee is a great way to make personal connections with attorneys with similar practices – a way to
shrink the 20,000+ member organization to be able to move effectively network and capitalize on all DRI
has to offer. Substantive law committees range from Appellate Advocacy and Alternative Dispute
Resolution, to Employment and Labor Law, to Insurance Law, to Product Liability and Workers’
Compensation. A number of the committees also have “specialized litigation groups” (SLGs) that focus on
specific areas of practice. Members of DRI’s committees receive the most up-to-date legal information
and meet some of the leading defense lawyers in your area(s) of practice. Committees offer numerous
opportunities to network, exchange ideas, offer client referrals, and collaborate with other members with
similar interests, and keep informed about key issues within the practice, as well as upcoming committee
activities such as meetings, seminars, webcasts, and publications. As an active member of DRI’s
Construction Law committee, I can attest to the strength of the substantive committees and the value of
relationships formed have had on my own practice. If you are interested in joining DRI – or in finding a
committee that may best fit your practice – please feel free to reach out to me.
Lastly, the 2020 DRI Annual Meeting is scheduled for October 21st – 24th, in Washington D.C. DRI’s
annual meetings are absolutely top-notch, and scheduled in D.C. just weeks before the election, the
meeting is certain to be memorable. Please consider joining me at the annual meeting this fall.
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DRI Leadership Day
Conference
L - Paul Tschetter with
ND DRI State Rep
Nicholas Grant and
President Benjamin
Sand
R - Meghann Joyce
with
Build A Bike Team

A Young Lawyer’s Guide to the Universe
Tracye Sherrill

tsherrill@lynnjackson.com
It is time to impart some wisdom, or at least provide some guidance through this galaxy that is our new
profession. Consider that Yoda may be a great mentor as managing partner at your law firm and that you,
as either attorney Luke or attorney Leia Skywalker, could benefit from the celestial advice others are willing
to offer to help you navigate through this adventure. This is the goal of the SDDLA’s Young Lawyer’s
Committee this coming year.
Jonathan McCoy, Nathan Chicoine, Emily Swanson, Andy Fick, and me, the members of the Young
Lawyer’s Committee, are putting together this year’s events. Before “attorney Solo” decided to head to
Kessel (private practice) the crew discussed other possible places, like Scarif (in-house counsel) or Felucia
(government employment) that need to be explored. Therefore, the first event being planned is for
Thursday, July 23, 2020, times and locations to be determined and published, to unleash the Force of each
of the named places. It is the Committee’s belief that all Young Lawyers need to understand the difference
between the different planets in the galaxy, especially those young lawyers who may be interning over the
summer. This first event will take place in both Sioux Falls and Rapid City.
The second event will take place on Thursday, October 15, 2020, again times and locations to be
determined and published, but this event will be designed to show off some serious fighting skills, and to
add cool moves to that martial arts fighting style. In other words, it will be designed to help those young
five-year attorneys add skills to prepare them for continued progression through the legal galaxy. Again,
the event will take place in both Sioux Falls and Rapid City.
Finally, the Committee will plan a Return to the Jedi (a Service Project) when SDDLA meets for its annual
meeting in the “Old Republic” (Deadwood) November 5th and 6th.
Jonathan, Nathan, Emily, Andy, and I all look forward to putting together the best year possible to serve our
kind. If there is something any of us can do for you in the meantime, please reach out. Otherwise, we’ll see
you in the bar. May the Force be with you.
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Women In Law

Awards

Cassidy Stalley

Heather Bogard

cstalley@lynnjackson.com

hbogard@costelloporter.com

Greetings from the SDDLA Women in Law Committee.
Members Cassidy Stalley, Emily Smoragiewicz, and
Molly Beck are excited to announce that the WIL
Committee’s focus this year will be the Grit Project.
The Grit Project was developed by the ABA
Commission on Women in the Profession. “The Grit
Project educates women lawyers about the science
behind the grit and growth mindset – two important
traits that many successful women lawyers have in
common.” The WIL Committee plans to hold several
presentations across the state and the law school.
Further details to come.

Recruit a Colleague
Kris Rahm

I am pleased to advise that Anthony Hohn and
Paul Tschetter will be serving on the Awards
Committee with me. We intend to maintain the
same 3 awards: The Robert C. Riter
Distinguished Service Award, Collegiality
Award, and Associate Lawyer Award (Rising
Star). Our goal is to increase awareness and
encourage more members to nominate
lawyers for these awards.
We will place
notices seeking nominations in the May, June
and July Bar newsletters, as well as on the
listserv. We will also directly contact lawyers
who we consider more likely to make a
nomination.
August 1, 2020 will be the
nomination deadline; September 1, 2020 the
decision; and the announcement of the award
winners in November 2020.

krisrahm@me.com

Even though the snow continues to linger, Spring
doesn’t now seem too very far away. With Spring
comes a a sense of renewal, growth, and hope.
Now is the time to reach out to colleagues and invite
them to membership in the SDDLA, AND to our
annual seminar November 5-6 in Deadwood.
What’s in it for them? An opportunity to meet and
network with defense lawyers across the state. They
can find the application at https://
vaminc.regfox.com/sddla-membershipapplication.
And, if you successfully recruit a new member,
both of you will receive 1/2 price registration for
the annual seminar. Just send me an email with
the new member’s name, and I will send details
back to you on how to receive the discounted
rate.

L - 2019 President Terry Westergaard (left) received
the DRI Exceptional Performance Award from DRI
North Central Regional Director Mark Frederickson
(right) at the 2019 South Dakota Defense Lawyers
Association Annual Seminar in Sioux Falls.
Congratulations, Terry!
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Here’s a Chance to Be
Creative!
Do you enjoy being creative? Do you know a graphic artist who could help?
We are considering a new look for our logo and could use your help! Please
contact Kris Rahm (krisrahm@me.com or 605-321-1466) if this is something
you can help us with.

Accepting Advertising for
September Newsletter
SDDLA is now accepting advertising for their next newsletter. Send copy of
ad to Kris email above.
1 issue
$150
$300
$500

Quarter Page
1/2 Page
Full Page

Important
Dates
To
Remember

2 issues
$225
$450
$750

March 18

A Day in the Life of a Civil
Defense Attorney - USD Law School

May 14-15

DRI Business Litigation Seminar
Minneapolis

July 23

Young Lawyers Events
Sioux Falls and Rapid City

October 15

Young Lawyers Events
Sioux Falls and Rapid City

Oct. 21-24

DRI Annual Meeting
Washington, DC

Nov. 5-6

SDDLA Annual Seminar
Deadwood, SD

STAY TUNED FOR MORE DETAILS VIA EMAIL

